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‘Toxic fumes pumped

Into cabins of planes’

FROM PAGE ONE

nis aircraft. If even one plane goes
down because of this, It's a tragedy
that could have been avoidable.

"Boeing recently took the decision
that they will have a different wir feed
system Lo the one currently in opers-
tion on any new designs The fact
that the world’s bigpgest atreraft man-
ufacturer kas taken this decision
shows there’s a real issue here ™

And Libernd Dermnocrat transport
spokesman Norman Baker urged the
Gavernment not 1o wait for a "disas-
ter” to happen before taking action.

The Global Cabin Air Quality
Executive, which represents morre
than 500,000 aviation waorkers, out-
lined the shocking soale of the prob-
lem in its lateat report

Captain Tristan Lortuine, a former
pitot with 20 vears expenence and
co-chairman of GCARGE, dccuned
international airlines of “presiding
over 4 Tlobal scandal”

He sald: “They don't tell the public
there 15 a risk of exposure or when
they have been exposed. This has to
te a breach of their human rights.

“Each year thouxands of rontami-
nated air events go unreported. The
Civil Aviation Authority and the
Department of Transport have
negligently failed to protect the
travelling public.”

The Government claims only one
in 200 flights are affected but

Air ‘should
be filtered’

JET design exposes airline
crew and passengers to
contaminated air.

Some of the air is taken
from deep in the engines —
where it can be contaminated
by hazardous chemicats in
ofls and hydraulic fluids - and
Is then passed into the cabin.

This "bleed" air is needed as
2 Itfe suppart system at high
altitude. But campalgners say
it Is passed into the cabin
unflitered and can comtain
carbon monoxide.

NOT SITTING PRETTY: Cabln air can be contaminated by hazardous chemlcals

GOAQE say chemicnis [rom olls and
lubricants leak into cabin alr sup-
plies daily.

Susan Michaeliz, head of research
At GCAQE, said: "FProple can be
affected from a one-oll flight or as a
result of repeated Bights

“In the short-term you may suffer
things like breathing difflaulties,
headaches, (atigue and respiratory
problems. In the loag-term it can
cause problems in the central
nervous and neurological systems.

"Blood tests on some eXxpoaed

pilots show cell death in the hrain,
which is effectively brain damage. We
have found these chemicals n crew's
blood and on the walls of the Night
deck as well as in the air in eabins "

She gaid thal because air cantat-
natlon was s0 camamon, only three Lo
four per eenl of cases were over
reported. Bul where pilols had
detected confaminated alr, 42 per
eent sald it had lefl them impaired
iup to the point of being campletely
inecapacitated.

Mz Michaehs added: "There 3 no

airhne vsing a Hiter for this but the
technology dees exist. No one wants
Lo pay for it but it is not expensive ”

Cireen Party MEP Caroline Luecas
sald; "Given the huge profits raked in
iy the aviation sector each vear, vou
might think that airline bogses could
spare  some money Lo nvest
I research and preventaliye mea-
sures.”

Neititer the Departmend  for
Transport or the Civil Awviation
Authority were available for com-
ment yesterday
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Another
tax to hit
motorists

MOTORISTS face yet
anather new tax under
eontroversial plans for loeal
road pricing.

This will be on top of the
£42billion they already pay
every year

it tnggered Opposition
claims that people could be
priced off the roads Lhrough
another stealth tax

Transport Miruster Rosie
Winterton was pushing new
powers for counells to
mtroduce their own schemes
to cut conpgestion dunng the
Becond Reading of the Local
Transport. Bill in the
Commons yesterday.

8he admitted to MPs that
there would be na way of
offsetting existing motorning
taxes - like fuel and vehicle
exXcide duty - to soften the
impact of local road pricing.

Tory transporl. spokesmarn
Theresa Villiers aceused
Transport Secretary Ruth
Kelly of “trving Lo have hec
cake and eat it”,

She said; "On the one
hand she is trying to bully
councils inte bonging in
loeal road pricing in order to
get transport funding.

“0On the other hand she is
trying to dodge the political
Nak by teaving town halls to
carty the can for intraducing
these schemes™

Last year a record
1.8 milhon people signed o
petition on the Dowsming
Strect website opposing
road pricirmr





