AOPIS

Who Are We.

AOPIS (www.aopis.org) was set up in 2001 as a non profit organisation by crews around
the world who had been affected by exposure to contaminated air on commercial jet
aircraft. As AOPIS was started in Australia, currently the Australian pilot union AFAP is
arranging for AOPIS to become a trust.

Today AOPIS has over 700 affected crew members and passengers on its database.

AOPIS campaigns for passenger and crew air to be free from harmful and hazardous
contaminants. As part of our campaign we seek to make all crews and passengers more
aware of the serious flight safety and health issues relating to contaminated air exposure.

AOPIS is totally funded by crews, passengers and interested parties.

AOPIS produced the enclosed educational DVD originally for the Australian pilot union
AFAP and this is now the leading educational tool of choice in the world on the issue of

contaminated air.

The Issue.

Over the last few decades, aircraft manufacturers have sought ways to make aircraft
engines more efficient and burn less fuel to make them more economical. An aircraft
engine as well as producing thrust to propel the aircraft has other demands put on it. These
include hydraulic pumps, electrical generators and provision of cabin air. Some of the air
which could be used for thrust is ‘bled’ off and passed through air-conditioning ‘packs’
where it is cooled and supplied to the aircraft cabin. This air pressurises the aircraft cabin
and provides air to allow crews and passengers to survive whilst the aircraft often flies in
extreme conditions such as low outside pressure and temperatures as low as -60°C.

This ‘bleed’ air coming from the engines and APU (small engine in the tail used for air
conditioning and/or electrical power) is known to sometimes become contaminated by
hydraulic fluids, engine oils, and pyrolysis (burnt by products) products of these which
cause the medical and flight safety issues being discussed over this 2 day conference.

THERE ARE NO REQUIREMENTS TO FILTER THE ‘BLEED’ AIR SO WHEN THE
‘BLEED’ AIR BECOMES CONTAMINATED WITH HYDRAULIC FLUIDS, ENGINE OILS,
OR PYROLYSIS PRODUCTS OF THESE, CREWS AND PASSENGERS WILL BE

EXPOSED.

Many try to confuse the issue by claiming this compound or that compound can not
possibly have any effects. It will be nice to know one day what the specific mechanisms are
but for now, we know that crews and passengers who breath these products are getting
sick. Does it really matter what is doing it. The important thing is to accept that it is
happening and to take steps to stop other crews and passengers from being exposed and
getting sick rather than continuing to deny the issue exists.






